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What is a Historic Resources Survey?

The Georgia Historic Resources Survey is an 
ongoing, statewide inventory of buildings, 
sites, structures, and objects of historical, 
architectural, and cultural significance. 

Historic Resources Surveys collect and record 
information on extant resources, including a 
description of each resource, as well as its 
age, setting, location, any documented 
history and/or significance, and photographs. 

The survey information is then entered into 
Georgia’s Natural, Archaeological, and 
Historic Resources Geographic Information 
System online database (GNAHRGIS).
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The Historic Resources Survey is a 
process of systematically 
identifying, researching, and 
documenting properties that reflect 
important themes in the city's 
growth and development such as 
architecture, city planning, social 
history, ethnic heritage, politics, 
industry, transportation, commerce, 
entertainment and others. 

Historic resources include buildings, 
structures, objects, cultural 
landscapes, natural features and 
groupings of resources or areas 
known as historic districts. 
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Why is the city conducting a 
Historic Resources Survey?

The City of Monroe is conducting the survey in 
order to update and expand upon the 
Historic Resources Survey conducted in 1987. 

Conducting an up-to-date survey is one of 
the requirements for maintaining Monroe’s 
status as a Certified Local Government (CLG).

The 2021 Historic Resources Survey will 
resurvey and provide updated 
documentation for the resources identified in 
1987. It will also survey and document 
previously unidentified historic resources.

The City of Monroe has been divided into four 
Survey Areas. Survey Area One contains an 
estimated 550 parcels.

Map of Survey Area One



The Historic Resources Survey will 
serve as the primary planning tool to 
identify, record, and evaluate historic 
properties and districts within 
Monroe. Survey data provides 
baseline information on potential 
historic resources to inform planning 
decisions and support policy goals. 

Uses of survey data include:Uses of survey data include:

• Community Plan Updates

• Zoning Decisions and Plan Approval

• Cultural Tourism

• Potential Designation



• Property owners, planners and other interested parties 
will benefit from the upfront identification of a property’s 
historic status. This saves time and money during the 
Planning Department’s review process for certain 
building alterations. 

What are the benefits of the survey?

• No. Property owners cannot opt out of a survey. The 
survey only evaluates buildings from the public right-of-
way and does not include a building’s residential or 
commercial interiors. 

Can property owners “opt-out” of the survey?

• No. Although surveys identify and evaluate resources 
that may be eligible for designation, no actual 
designations result directly from survey activity. 
Designation by the City of Monroe and nominations to 
the National Register are separate processes which 
include property owner notification and public hearings. 
This would occur separate from this project.

Do surveyed resources automatically become 
designated?



Pre-Survey Field Survey

Data Entry Research 
and Analysis
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The Pre-Survey process typically involves preliminary 
research, map making, and survey planning.

During Field Survey, the survey team will document 
each building in the survey area and record the 
resource’s architectural, physical, and material 
qualities on a survey form. Field surveys are 
conducted from the public right-of-way.

Survey findings will be recorded online in the 
GNAHRGIS database during the Data Entry process.

Field survey and data entry is followed by a more 
intensive phase of Research and Analysis, during 
which the survey team will draft a developmental 
history and architectural analysis.

These findings will be compiled in the Historic 
Resources Survey Report, which will be submitted to 
the City and the Georgia Historic Preservation Division 
for review.

Survey Process



The Historic Resource Survey Form used by the survey team to record field observations



Left Oblique Right ObliqueFront Facade

Standard documentation for historic resources involves a 
photograph of the front façade, as well as photographs of the 
left and right obliques (as vegetation and topography allow).



303 E Church Street
Queen Anne Cottage, ca. 1900

Large rectangular vent 
in front facing gable 

Decorative porch brackets

Transom light above main 
entrance

Residential building converted 
to commercial use

Original windows and 
decorative window trim

Brick pier foundation with 
brick screen infill



609 Lawrence Street
Two-Door Saddlebag, ca. 1910

Central brick chimney

Replacement vinyl 
siding

Original 5-panel doors

Replacement mid-century 
metal porch supports and railing

Original windows



Georgia’s Natural, Archaeological, 
and Historic Resource Geographic 
Information System (GNAHRGIS)

GNAHRGIS is an online 
database that serves as the 
statewide repository for 
Historic Resources Survey 
data.

The survey data collected in 
Monroe will be recorded in 
GNAHRGIS.

Upon completion, the 
survey data will be made 
publicly available.



Example of the Survey Data collected during the field survey process



1888 Sanborn Map of Downtown Monroe 1901 Sanborn Map of Downtown Monroe 1916 Sanborn Map of Downtown Monroe

The survey team will use historic maps and aerial images to better understand Monroe’s 
developmental history and the potential significance of the city’s historic resources.



1955 aerial image of Survey Area One 1962 aerial image of Survey Area One 1981 aerial image of Survey Area One
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The findings of the Historic Resources Survey 
will be compiled in a comprehensive Historic 
Resources Survey Report.

The Historic Resources Survey Report will 
contain a Developmental History of Monroe, 
which will chronicle how the city has evolved 
over time. 

This will be accompanied by an Architectural 
Analysis of the survey findings, profiling the 
different building types and architectural 
styles observed in Monroe, and how those 
resources reflect the city’s developmental 
history.

The Historic Resources Survey Report will also 
provide several Recommendations for Future 
Preservation Activity, as well as spreadsheets 
and maps that display the survey findings.



How can you help?

Please give the survey team your input! 

Let us know about any potential resources that need documentation.

Any information about your own property is also helpful, including the date of 
construction, dates of additions and/or material changes, and any notable features.

Research material is also welcome! Local historians and historical collections are 
valuable sources of information for the survey team.

Tell your neighbors!


